Taravella Band Program Information
Band, Color Guard, Jazz Band and Instrumental Ensemble require performances and rehearsals beyond the regular school day, and includes some weekends.  Attendance at these performances and rehearsals are considered as part of the grading for the class.  Students will be required to fulfill certain financial obligations in the areas of uniforms, uniform rentals, uniform cleaning, field trips and competitions.  Many of these costs may be alleviated through “fair share” donations (ranging from $200.00 to $300.00) and/or fundraising opportunities.  Most overnight trips are voluntary and will require additional funds to participate.  We certainly hope you will continue with your musical growth and support your band program and the fine traditions & reputation that you and others before you have worked hard to establish.  Without you, there would not be much of a band program to be proud of.  As you have seen, success is a tradition in the JPT Band and with your help and participation, we can keep that going for a very long time.
When signing up for a band class, the correct course number is determined by each student’s grade level.  Incoming Freshmen coming from a Middle School sign up for Band III, Sophomores sign up for Band IV, Juniors sign up for Band V (or Band V Honors), and Seniors sign up for Band VI (or Band VI Honors).  If you take a second band class, use Instrumental Ensemble.  Students will be placed into the correct ensemble pending the results of auditions and final class counts.

All Freshmen (9th graders) and first time members of the J. P. Taravella Band Program must participate in the Marching Band.  After this required first year, marching band is optional, although it is required for admission into certain band ensembles.  Please note that the marching band rehearses one (1) night per week between the beginning of school and early November (there will be a few weeks of two rehearsals per week prior to the first football game).  Successful participation in the Marching Band does qualify each student for the Marching Band/PE Waiver (this does not apply to Personal Fitness).
Band classes are designated as the Wind Orchestra, Wind Symphony, Symphonic Band and Concert Band.  In addition, there is the Jazz Band class for those that wish to perform the varied contemporary and jazz literature, but you must be enrolled in a regular band class to participate in Jazz Band.  It is possible to carry these two elective classes during any year and multiple years.  Sign up for Jazz Band 1 (1st year).
Wind Orchestra and Wind Symphony, membership is by audition and will usually be held in April or May.  These ensembles perform literature of the highest quality and degree of difficulty.  Required performances include a Fall, Winter and Spring Concert, District Concert Festival, State Concert Festival, District Solo & Ensemble, State Solo & Ensemble, and special concerts.  The music performed demands much from the individual player, and self-practice outside the school day is a must for members.  Grades include attendance at marching and concert rehearsals, performances, participation in solo and ensemble festival, as well as classroom preparation.  Unexcused absences from rehearsals or performances will have a negative impact on grades.  Please take these demands into consideration before auditioning for these groups.
Symphonic Band and Concert Band membership is open to all students with no audition required.  Those upper classmen who do not wish to participate in the Marching Band, and those that do not audition for either Wind Orchestra or Wind Symphony, will be placed into either of these two groups.  Required performances include a Fall, Winter and Spring Concert, and District Concert Festival.  Participation in District Solo & Ensemble Festival is encouraged.  These groups will usually have 3-4 outside of school rehearsals per semester.  Unexcused absences from rehearsals or performances will have a negative impact on grades.  Please take these demands into consideration before registering for band classes.
Color Guard/Winter Guard (Eurythmics class) membership is open to all students by audition/tryouts held before the end of the school year.  This is a very demanding activity requiring rehearsal time and financial obligations, but with outstanding benefits.  Competitions on a weekly basis during the Winter and Spring, plus travel to Regional competitions and National competition are part of this course.  Unexcused absences from rehearsals or performances will have a negative impact on grades.  Please take these demands into consideration before registering.
