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Solo & Ensemble Information Sheet
(Use one sheet per event please)
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     Solo
            Duet
     Trio
            Quartet
            Quintet
            Sextet
         Choir


      Other (describe) ______________________________________________________________
Name of soloist/ensemble leader: ____________________________________________________________
Instrumentation of event: ________________________________________________________
Title of Composition: __________________________________________________________________

FBA or FOA Code # _______________     FBA or FOA Grade: _____________ 

(Note: Band students must play at least a Grade 5 to qualify for State Assessment)

Additional Performers and Instruments (if applicable):
______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________


We can match you up with an accompanist if you do not want to find one on your own.  The accompanists we use typically charge between $50 and $75, depending on the grade of your solo.  This fee will include 2-3 rehearsals if possible, plus the performance at District Assessment.  A separate fee will apply if you qualify for and choose to participate at State Solo & Ensemble Assessment.  These fees are YOUR responsibility.

Do you need us to find you an accompanist?
____ YES
____ NO

If NO, please list the name of your accompanist: _______________________________________________

MAKE SURE YOU READ THE BACK AND SIGN THIS FORM!

About Solo & Ensemble

Solo & Ensemble Assessment is an opportunity for young musicians to sharpen their skills and be adjudicated by experienced judges who will offer feedback and advice on your performance.  It can be a great jumpstart to better music performance, and can also improve your concentration, timing, and mental discipline.  We take S&E Assessment very seriously.  This is an event that requires maturity, poise, and dedication from you, the student.  If you decide to do a solo or ensemble, you must spend time preparing so that it is SUPERIOR.  

Because we feel that the Solo & Ensemble Assessment is an important part of a student’s musical growth, the JPT Band & Orchestra Patrons take the financial responsibility for each student’s entry fee at the District level.  It is a financial burden on the Patrons, but we feel very strongly about each child’s opportunity to perform.  However, if you sign up for a solo or ensemble event and you DNA (cancel) your event; you will owe the JPT Band & Orchestra Patrons $5 to recoup some of the cost of your entry fee.  Once you submit this form, it is your responsibility to perform at the District Solo & Ensemble Assessment.  
S&E is mandatory for members of the Wind Orchestra and Wind Symphony, and many students in those groups fulfill that requirement by participating in a large choir (i.e., Brass Choir, Woodwind Choir, and Percussion Choirs).  If you are a member of one of those classes and you do not participate in S&E, or if you fail to show up on the day of a choir performance, you will be subject to a grade deduction.  You will also owe the JPT Band & Orchestra Patrons $5 for the entry fee.

I understand the rules and regulations pertaining to Solo & Ensemble Assessment.

Student Name (Print) ______________________ Student Signature ________________________

Parent Name (Print) ______________________ Parent Signature __________________________

Keys to preparation for Solo & Ensemble:

Practice, practice, practice.  You can NEVER be “too prepared.”  You will always lose a little bit of your edge when playing in front of a judge for a rating…if you practiced up to 100%, then you can expect to perform at about a 75% level.  That 75% level is a “C” average.  To give the best performance, you must practice up to a 200% level…you should know your part in your sleep.  Then, when you do lose that 25% edge that you are still performing at a 175% clip…and that is a SUPERIOR performance.

Get help.  Ask people to listen to your solo/ensemble and make suggestions.  If possible, get a private teacher who can help you make the most of your playing.  If you are performing in an ensemble, make sure that you work through the composition with ALL members of the ensemble several times before the S&E Assessment.  If working with an accompanist, listen to what he or she has to offer, and make sure you get to work with him or her a few times.  Have the Directors listen to you and offer feedback.

In the end, the most important piece of advice is to make sure you know your solo/ensemble inside and out.  The only way to do that is to practice a lot, even when you can’t stand it one minute longer.  This is the key moment; this is when real learning is done.  Best of luck to you! 
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